History of the 319th Air Base Wing

The 319th Air Base Wing provides base operating and direct operational support to wing
personnel, four tenant units and nine Geographical Separated Units. Trains, deploys, and
redeploys 1,123 airmen in support of the Air Expeditionary Force and combatant
commander requirements. The wing provides facilities and equipment support for the
Department of Homeland Security, Customs and Border Protection, 119th Wing, North
Dakota Air National Guard, and the 69th Reconnaissance Group. The wing also provides
logistics, medical, civil engineer, contracting, communications, security, and force support
functions as well as facilities/equipment valued at $2.2B and operates an annual budget of
$48M.

On 25 April 2005, President George W. Bush authorized a Base Realignment and Closure
(BRAC) Commission. The commission recommended Grand Forks Air Force Base for
realignment. Its KC-135 aircraft operations would be transferred to other installations
and the units would be inactivated. Additionally, the commission recommended the base
receive a “future” mission that utilized Unmanned Aerospace Vehicles (UAV). On 4
December 2010, the last KC-135 aircraft assigned to the 319th Air Refueling Wing
departed. This final KC-135 flight marked the end of 50 years of the 905th Air Refueling
Squadron’s air refueling operations at the base and the culmination of 53 years of air
missions that began in 1957. Also, in December 2010, Detachment 1 of the 9th
Reconnaissance Wing (Det 1, 9 RW) at Beale Air Force Base, California began assigning
personnel and equipment at Grand Forks Air Force Base after several years of planning
between Air Mobility Command, Air Combat Command, and the 319th Air Refueling Wing.
The first RQ-4 Global Hawk arrived in May 2011. Following the redesignation of the
319th Air Refueling Wing to the 319th Air Base Wing, the conclusion of the BRAC
realignment was realized with the stand-up of the 69th Reconnaissance Group, a tenant
unit, on 19 September 2011.

Lineage. Constituted as the 319th Bombardment Group (Medium) on 19 June 1942. Activated
on 26 June 1942. Redesignated the 319th Bombardment Group (Light) on 2 February 1945.
Inactivated on 18 December 1945. Activated in the Air Force Reserves on 27 December 1946.
Established as 319th Bombardment Wing (Light) on 10 May 1949. Activated in the Air Force
Reserves on 27 June 1949. Inactivated on 2 Sep 1949. Activated in the Air Force Reserves
on 10 October 1949. Ordered to Active Service on 10 March 1951. Inactivated on 28
March 1951. Redesignated as 319th Fighter-Bomber Wing on 12 April 1955. Activated in the
Air Force Reserves on 18 May 1955. Inactivated on 16 November 1957. Redesignated and
activated as 319th Bombardment Wing (Heavy) on 15 November 1962. Organized on 1
February 1963. Redesignated as 319th Wing on 1 September 1991. Redesignated as 319th
Bomb Wing on 1 June 1992. Redesignated as 319th Air Refueling Wing on 1 October 1993.
Redesignated as 319th Air Base Wing on 1 March 2011.

Assignments. Eighth Air Force 26 Jun 1942 - 13 Sep 1942; X1l Bomber Command 14 Sep -
May 1943; 47th Bombardment Wing Jun 1943 - 6 Jun 1943; 2686th Medium
Bombardment Wing (Provisional) 7 Jun 1943 - 23 Aug 1943; 42nd Bombardment Wing 24 Aug
1943 - 9 Nov 1944; 57" Bombardment Wing 10 Nov 1944 - 31 Dec 1944; VIl Bomber



Command 27 Dec 1946 - 26 Jun 1949; Ninth Air Force 27 Jun 1949 - 2 Sep 1948; Fourteenth
Air Force 10 Oct 1949 - 28 Mar 1951 Fourteenth Air Force 18 May 1955 - 16 NOv 1957;
Strategic Air Command 15 Nov 1962 - 31 Jan 1963; 810th Strategic Aerospace Division 1
Feb 1963 - 31 Sep 1964; 4th Strategic Aerospace Division 1 Sep 1964 - 29 Jun 1971; 47th
Air Division 30 Jun 1971 - 14 Jan 1973; 4th Strategic Missile (later, Air) Division 15 Jan
1973 - 21 Jan 1975; 57th Air Division 22 Jan 1975 - c¢. Apr 1982; 4th Air Division c. Apr
1982 - 22 Jan 1987; 57th Air Division 23 Jan 1987 - 15 Jun 1988; 42nd Air Division 16 Jun
1988 - 8 Jul 1991; Eighth Air Force 9 Jul 1991 - 30 Sep 1993; Twenty-First Air Force 1 Oct
1993 - 30 Mar 1997; Fifteenth Air Force 1 Apr 1997 - 30 Sep 2003; Eighteenth Air Force
1 Oct 2003 - 6 Jan 2011; USAF Expeditionary Center 7 Jan 2011 — Present

Stations. Barksdale Field, Shreveport, Louisiana 26 Jun 1942 - 7 Aug 1942; Harding Field,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 8 Aug 1942 - 21 Sep 1942; RAF Shipdham, England 22 Sep3 Oct
1942; RAF Horsham St Faith, England 4 Oct 1942 - 22 Oct 1942; St Leu Airdrome, Algeria 11
Nov 1942 - 13 Nov 1942; Tafaraoui Airdrome, Algeria 14 No1942 - 23 Nov 1942; Maison
Blanche Airdrome, Algeria 24 Nov 1942 - 11 Dec 1942; Telergma Airdrome, Algeria 12 Dec
1942 - 30 Dec 1942; Oujda, French Morocco Mar 1943 - 24 Apr 1943; Rabat Sale, French
Morocco 25 Apr 1943 - 31 May 1943; Sedrata, Algeria 1 Jun 1943 - 25 Jun 1943; Djedeida
Airdrome, Tunisia 26 Jun 19439 Nov 1943; Decimomannu Airdrome, Sardinia 10 Nov 1943 -
20 Sep 1944; Serragia Airdrome, Corsica 21 Sep 1944 - 9 Jan 1945 Naples, Italy 9 Jan 1945 -
15 Jan 1945; Bradley Field, Connecticut 25 Jan 1945 - 27 Feb 1945; Columbia Army Air Base,
South Carolina 28 Feb 1945 - 27 Apr 1945; Kadena Airdrome, Okinawa 6 Jul 19 — 24 Jul 1945;
Machinato Airdrome, Okinawa 24 Jul 1945 - 8 Sep 1945; Fort Lewis, Washington 17 Dec 1945
- 18 Dec 1945; Mitchell Field, New York, 27 Dec 1946 — 26 Jun 1949; Reading Municipal
Airport, Pennsylvania 27 Jun 1949 — 2 Sep 1949; Birmingham Municipal Airport, Alabama 10
Oct 1949 — 28 Mar 1951; Memphis Municipal Airport, Tennessee 18 May 1949 — 16 Nov 1957;
Grand Forks Air Force Base, North Dakota 1 Feb 1963 — Present.

Service Streamers. None.

Campaign Streamers. World War Il - Air Combat, Europe-Africa-Middle Eastern
Theater, 1941 - 1945; Algeria-French Morocco 1942, Tunisia 1942 - 1943, Sicily 1943,
Naples-Foggia 1943 - 1944, Anzio 1944, Rome-Arno 1944, Southern France 1944,
North Apennines 1944 - 1945. Air Offensive, Japan 1945; Ryukyus 1945, China Offensive
1945,

Armed Forces Expeditionary Streamers. None.

Decorations. Distinguished Unit Citations: Rome, Italy 3 March 1944, Florence, Italy 11
March 1944; French Croix de Guerre with Palm April, May, and June 1944; Air Force
Outstanding Unit Awards: 1 July 1977 - 30 June 1979, 1 October 1993 - 30 June 1995, 1 July
1995 - 30 June 1997, 1 July 2000 - 30 June 2002, 1 July 2002 - 30 June 2004, 1 July 2004 - 30
Jun 2005, 1 July 2005 - 30 June 2006, 1 July 2006 - 30 June 2007, 1 July 2007 - 30 June 2009, 1
September 2012 - 30 August 2014

Lineage, Assignments, Stations, and Honors through 15 March 2016.



Emblem Significance: Blue and yellow are the colors of the Air Force. The mailed fist
indicates the 319th Air Refueling Wing’s part in “power for peace.” The torch, held high
with its brightly burning flame, signifies the readiness and ability of the wing to fulfill its
mission in peace or war. The blue background alludes to the skies, the primary theater of
operations.

Supersedes all other statements, same subject.
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