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Inside this report: 

Is my water safe to drink? 

We are pleased to present this year's Annual Water Quality Report (Consumer Confidence Report) as 
required by the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). This report is designed to provide details about 
where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory 
agencies. This report is a summary of 2018’s water quality. We are committed to providing you with
information, because informed customers are our best allies. 

Where does my water come from? 
All non-emergency-use water used by GFAFB is purchased from the City of 
Grand Forks. In 2018, the 319th Civil Engineering Squadron maintained the 
water distribution system on GFAFB.  In 2019, the system was purchased by 
Base Utilities Inc. (BUI) who is currently in charge of maintaining the water 
distribution system and will notify the supplier if daily checks indicate 
additional chlorination is needed. The City of Grand Forks obtains their 
water from the Red River and the Red Lake River. The Red River and Red 
Lake River are both surface water sources.  

Source water assessment and its availability 

For the purposes of this report, the City of Grand Forks' Department of 
Drinking Water is designated as a "supplier" when referring to water 
sources. To review Source Water Assessments or Wellhead Protection Plans 
contact the appropriate supplier. 

Health Information 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than 
the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with 
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ 
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some 
elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people 
should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. 
EPA/Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to 
lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial 
contaminants are available from the Safe Water Drinking Hotline 
(800-426-4791).
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Why are there contaminants in my drinking  water? 

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be ex-
pected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. 
The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that 
water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants 
and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environ-
mental Protection Agency's (EPA) Safe Drinking  Water Hotline 
(800-426-4791). The sources of drinking water (both tap water and 
bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, 
springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or 
through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, 
and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity. Contami-
nants that may be present in source water: microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, that 
may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife; 
inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from ur-
ban stormwater runoff, industrial, or  domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, 
or farming; pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, 
urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses; organic Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic 
and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, 
and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems; and radioactive con-
taminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activ-
ities. In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations that limit the 
amount of certain contaminants in  water provided by public water systems. Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the 
same protection for public health. 

Additional information for Lead 

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women 
and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated 
with service lines and home plumbing. Grand Forks Air Force Base- ND1800413 is responsible for 
providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing 
components. Use water from the cold tap for drinking and cooking.  When your water has been sitting 
for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 sec-
onds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your 
water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing meth-
ods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.  

How can I get involved? 

If you have concerns about water quality or would like to participate in water decisions you can at-
tend the Service/Safety Committee meetings or City Council meetings at City Hall. A schedule of 
these meetings is available at the Mayor’s office or www.grandforksgov.com  
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�ŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚƐ 

D�>' 
Žƌ 

DZ�>' 

D�>͕ 
dd͕�Žƌ 
DZ�> 

�ĞƚĞĐƚ�/Ŷ 
zŽƵƌ�
tĂƚĞƌ 

ZĂŶŐĞ 

^ĂŵƉůĞ 
�ĂƚĞ sŝŽůĂƟŽŶ dǇƉŝĐĂů�^ŽƵƌĐĞ >Žǁ ,ŝŐŚ 

�ŝƐŝŶĨĞĐƚĂŶƚƐ�Θ��ŝƐŝŶĨĞĐƟŽŶ��Ǉ-WƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ 

;dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ĐŽŶǀŝŶĐŝŶŐ�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĚŝƐŝŶĨĞĐƚĂŶƚ�ŝƐ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ŽĨ�ŵŝĐƌŽďŝĂů�ĐŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚƐͿ 

,ĂůŽĂĐĞƟĐ��ĐŝĚƐ�;,��ϱͿ� E� ϲϬ 22.68 21.8 Ϯ3.38 ϮϬϭ8 EŽ 
�Ǉ-ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚ�ŽĨ�ĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�

ĚŝƐŝŶĨĞĐƟŽŶ 

dd,DƐ�΀dŽƚĂů�dƌŝŚĂůŽŵĞͲ
ƚŚĂŶĞƐ΁� 

E� ϴϬ 21.44 ϭ8͘36 Ϯ4͘ϱ ϮϬϭ8 EŽ �Ǉ-ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚ�ŽĨ�ĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�
ĚŝƐŝŶĨĞĐƟŽŶ 

hŶŝƚƐ 

ƉƉď 

ƉƉď 

�ŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚƐ D�>' 
�ĐƟŽŶ�

>ŝŵŝƚ�;�>Ϳ 

ϵϬƚŚ�
WĞƌĐĞŶͲ
ƟůĞ 

^ĂŵƉůĞ 
�ĂƚĞ 

η�^ĂŵƉůĞƐ 
�ďŽǀĞ��> 

�ǆĐĞĞĚƐ�
^ƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ dǇƉŝĐĂů�^ŽƵƌĐĞ 

/ŶŽƌŐĂŶŝĐ��ŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚƐ–�dĞƐƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ĐƵƐƚŽŵĞƌ͛Ɛ�ƚĂƉƐ͘�dĞƐƟŶŐ�ŝƐ�ĚŽŶĞ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ϯ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘ 

�ŽƉƉĞƌ� ϭ͘ϯ ϭ͘ϯ Ϭ͘ϭϱ ϮϬϭϳ Ϭ EŽ 
�ŽƌƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ƉůƵŵďŝŶŐ�

ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ͖��ƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĚĞƉŽƐŝƚƐ 

>ĞĂĚ� Ϭ ϭϱ ϭ ϮϬϭϳ Ϭ EŽ 
�ŽƌƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ƉůƵŵďŝŶŐ�

ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ͖��ƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĚĞƉŽƐŝƚƐ 

hŶŝƚƐ 

ƉƉŵ 

ƉƉď 

 Water Quality Data Table 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount 
of contaminants in water provided by public water systems. The table below lists all of the drinking 
water contaminants that we detected during the calendar year of this report. Although many more 
contaminants were tested, only those substances listed below were found in your water. All sources of 
drinking water contain some naturally occurring contaminants. At low levels, these substances are 
generally not harmful in our drinking water. Removing all contaminants would be extremely      
expensive, and in most cases, would not provide increased protection of public health. A few naturally 
occurring minerals may actually improve the taste of drinking water and have nutritional value at 
low levels. Unless otherwise noted, the data presented in this table is from testing done in the calen-
dar year of 2018. The EPA or the State requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than
once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not vary significantly from year to 
year, or the system is not considered vulnerable to this type of contamination. As such, some of our 
data, though representative, may be more than one year old. In this table you will find terms and   
abbreviations that might not be familiar to you. To help you better understand these terms, we have 
provided the definitions below the table. 

Grand Fork AFB 
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�ŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚƐ 

D�>' 
Žƌ 

DZ�>' 

D�>͕ 
dd͕�Žƌ 
DZ�> 

�ĞƚĞĐƚ�
ŝŶ�zŽƵƌ�
tĂƚĞƌ 

ZĂŶŐĞ 
^ĂŵƉůĞ 
�ĂƚĞ 

sŝŽůĂͲ
ƟŽŶ dǇƉŝĐĂů�^ŽƵƌĐĞ >Žǁ ,ŝŐŚ 

�ŝƐŝŶĨĞĐƚĂŶƚƐ�Θ��ŝƐŝŶĨĞĐƟŽŶ��Ǉ-WƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ 

;dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ĐŽŶǀŝŶĐŝŶŐ�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĚŝƐŝŶĨĞĐƚĂŶƚ�ŝƐ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ŽĨ�ŵŝĐƌŽďŝĂů�ĐŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚƐͿ 

�ŚůŽƌĂŵŝŶĞ�;ĂƐ��ůϮͿ�� ϰ ϰ Ϯ͘ϳ Ϯ͘ϲ Ϯ͘ϴ ϮϬϭ8 EŽ tĂƚĞƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟǀĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ŵŝĐƌŽďĞƐ 

,ĂůŽĂĐĞƟĐ��ĐŝĚƐ�;,��ϱͿ E� ϲϬ 22 ϭ2͘ϯ2 28͘ϵ6 ϮϬϭ8 EŽ �Ǉ-ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚ�ŽĨ�ĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĐŚůŽƌŝŶĂƟŽŶ 

dd,DƐ�΀dŽƚĂů�dƌŝŚĂůŽŵĞͲ
ƚŚĂŶĞƐ΁� 

E� ϴϬ 24 ϭ4 ϯ5.68 ϮϬϭ8 EŽ �Ǉ-ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚ�ŽĨ�ĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĚŝƐŝŶĨĞĐƟŽŶ 

/ŶŽƌŐĂŶŝĐ��ŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚƐ 

�ĂƌŝƵŵ� Ϯ Ϯ Ϭ͘Ϭϭϱϵ E� E� ϮϬϭϳ EŽ 
�ŝƐĐŚĂƌŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĚƌŝůůŝŶŐ�ǁĂƐƚĞƐ͖��ŝƐĐŚĂƌŐĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŵĞƚĂů�

ƌĞĮŶĞƌŝĞƐ͖��ƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĚĞƉŽƐŝƚƐ 

&ůƵŽƌŝĚĞ� ϰ ϰ Ϭ͘ϲϲϯ E� E� ϮϬϭϳ EŽ 
�ƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĚĞƉŽƐŝƚƐ͖�tĂƚĞƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟǀĞ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞƐ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ƚĞĞƚŚ͖��ŝƐĐŚĂƌŐĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌ�Θ�

ĂůƵŵŝŶƵŵ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌŝĞƐ 

EŝƚƌĂƚĞ�-�EŝƚƌŝƚĞ ϭϬ ϭϬ Ϭ͘Ϭ5 E� E� ϮϬϭ8 EŽ 
ZƵŶŽī�ĨƌŽŵ�ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌ�ƵƐĞ͖�>ĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐĞƉƟĐ�ƚĂŶŬƐ͕�

ƐĞǁĂŐĞ͖��ƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĚĞƉŽƐŝƚƐ 

dŽƚĂů�KƌŐĂŶŝĐ��ĂƌďŽŶ�ZĞŵŽǀĂů 

�ůŬĂůŝŶŝƚǇ�–�ƐŽƵƌĐĞ� E� E� 294 201 294 ϮϬϭ8 EŽ EĂƚƵƌĂůůǇ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ 

�ĂƌďŽŶ͕�dŽƚĂů�KƌŐĂŶŝĐ�
;dK�Ϳ�&ŝŶŝƐŚĞĚ 

E� E� ϴ͘ϲϲ 4.84 ϴ͘ϲϲ ϮϬϭ8 EŽ EĂƚƵƌĂůůǇ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ 

�ĂƌďŽŶ͕�dŽƚĂů�KƌŐĂŶŝĐ�
;dK�Ϳ��^ŽƵƌĐĞ� 

E� E� ϭϲ ϵ͘62 ϭϲ ϮϬϭ8 EŽ EĂƚƵƌĂůůǇ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ 

hŶƌĞŐƵůĂƚĞĚ��ŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚƐ 

�ůŬĂůŝŶŝƚǇ͕�Total E� E� ϭϮ8 63 128 ϮϬϭ8 EŽ EĂƚƵƌĂůůǇ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ 

hŶŝƚƐ 

ƉƉŵ 

ƉƉď 

ƉƉď 

ƉƉŵ 

ƉƉŵ 

ƉƉŵ 

ŵŐͬ> 

ŵŐͬ> 

ŵŐͬ> 

ƉƉŵ 

Ɖ, E� E� ϵ͘3ϳ Ɖ, 8.07 ϵ͘3ϳ ϮϬϭ8 EŽ E� 

City of Grand Forks Department of Water 

�ŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚƐ D�>' �> 
ϵϬƚŚ�WĞƌͲ
ĐĞŶƟůĞ 

^ĂŵƉůĞ 
�ĂƚĞ 

η�^ĂŵƉůĞƐ 
�ďŽǀĞ��> 

�ǆĐĞĞĚƐ�
^ƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ dǇƉŝĐĂů�^ŽƵƌĐĞ 

/ŶŽƌŐĂŶŝĐ��ŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚƐ 

�ŽƉƉĞƌ�-�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ůĞǀĞů�Ăƚ�
ĐŽŶƐƵŵĞƌ�ƚĂƉƐ� 

ϭ͘ϯ ϭ͘ϯ Ϭ͘Ϭϲϭ ϮϬϭϳ Ϭ EŽ 
�ŽƌƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ƉůƵŵďŝŶŐ�ƐǇƐͲ
ƚĞŵƐ͖��ƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĚĞƉŽƐŝƚƐ 

>ĞĂĚ�-�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ůĞǀĞů�Ăƚ�ĐŽŶͲ
ƐƵŵĞƌ�ƚĂƉƐ� 

Ϭ ϭϱ ϲ͘Ϭϲ ϮϬϭϳ Ϯ EŽ 
�ŽƌƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚ�ƉůƵŵďŝŶŐ�ƐǇƐͲ
ƚĞŵƐ͖��ƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĚĞƉŽƐŝƚƐ 

hŶŝƚƐ 

ƉƉŵ 

ƉƉď 

^ƵƌĨĂĐĞ�tĂƚĞƌ�dƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ�ZƵůĞ�DŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ��ĂƚĂ 

>ŽǁĞƐƚ�DŽŶƚŚůǇ�WĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�^ĂŵƉůĞƐ�DĞĞƟŶŐ�dƵƌďŝĚŝƚǇ�>ŝŵŝƚƐ�с�ϭϬϬ���������� 

,ŝŐŚĞƐƚ�^ŝŶŐůĞ�DĞĂƐƵƌĞŵĞŶƚ�с�Ϭ͘31 

ZĂĚŝŽĂĐƟǀĞ��ŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚƐ 

'ƌŽƐƐ��ůƉŚĂ�;/ŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�Z�͕�
�ǆĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ZE�Θ�hͿ 

Ϭ ϭϱ ϭ͘ϭ E� E� ϮϬϭϱ EŽ �ƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĚĞƉŽƐŝƚƐ 

ZĂĚŝƵŵ�;ĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚ�
ϮϮϲͬϮϮϴͿ� 

Ϭ ϱ Ϭ͘Ϯϵ E� E� ϮϬϭϱ EŽ �ƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ĚĞƉŽƐŝƚƐ 

Ɖ�ŝͬ> 

Ɖ�ŝͬ> 
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hŶŝƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶƐ 

dĞƌŵ �ĞĮŶŝƟŽŶ 

ƉƉŵ ƉƉŵ͗�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ƉĞƌ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ͕�Žƌ�ŵŝůůŝŐƌĂŵƐ�ƉĞƌ�ůŝƚĞƌ�;ŵŐͬ>Ϳ 

ƉƉď ƉƉď͗�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ƉĞƌ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ͕�Žƌ�ŵŝĐƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ƉĞƌ�ůŝƚĞƌ�;ђŐͬ>Ϳ 

ŵŐͬ> ŵŐͬ>͗�EƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ŵŝůůŝŐƌĂŵƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ŝŶ�ŽŶĞ�ůŝƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�ǁĂƚĞƌ 

E� E�͗�ŶŽƚ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂďůĞ 

E� E�͗�EŽƚ�ĚĞƚĞĐƚĞĚ 

EZ EZ͗�DŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ŶŽƚ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͕�ďƵƚ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĞĚ͘ 

/ŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ��ƌŝŶŬŝŶŐ�tĂƚĞƌ��ĞĮŶŝƟŽŶƐ 

dĞƌŵ �ĞĮŶŝƟŽŶ 

D�>' 
D�>'͗�DĂǆŝŵƵŵ��ŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚ�>ĞǀĞů�'ŽĂů͗�dŚĞ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�Ă�ĐŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚ�ŝŶ�ĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ďĞůŽǁ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽ�ŬŶŽǁŶ�Žƌ�

ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ƌŝƐŬ�ƚŽ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͘�D�>'Ɛ�ĂůůŽǁ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ŵĂƌŐŝŶ�ŽĨ�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ͘ 

D�> 
D�>͗�DĂǆŝŵƵŵ��ŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚ�>ĞǀĞů͗�dŚĞ�ŚŝŐŚĞƐƚ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�Ă�ĐŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂŶƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĚƌŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ͘�D�>Ɛ�ĂƌĞ�ƐĞƚ�ĂƐ�
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Cryptosporidium is a microscopic parasite that is found in domestic and wild animals. When ingested, 
it can cause fever and many gastrointestinal symptoms. Grand Forks source water has been monitored 
monthly for this organism in 2007 and 2008. No cryptosporidium was found in our source water during 
2007. In 2008, the organism was detected in one of twelve samples. Monitoring was accomplished and 
results provided to NDDH. At this time, no additional sampling is required as all monitoring require-
ments have been met.  
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